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The lamentations of the prophet Jeremiah.

HETH.

The Lord determined to lay in ruins

the wall of the daughter of Zion;

he marked it off by the line;

he restrained not his hand from destroying;

he caused rampart and wall to lament,

they languish together.

TETH.

Her gates have sunk into the ground;

he has ruined and broken her bars;

her king and princes are among the nations;

the law is no more,

and her prophets obtain no vision from the Lord.

JOD.

The elders of the daughter of Zion

sit on the ground in silence;

they have cast dust on their heads

and put on sackcloth;

the maidens of Jerusalem have

bowed their heads to the ground.

Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God.

CAPH.

My eyes are spent with weeping;

my soul is in tumult;

my heart is poured out in grief

because of the destruction of the daughter of my people,

because infants and babes faint in the streets of the city.

LAMED.

They cry to their mothers, "Where is bread and wine?"

as they faint like wounded men in the streets of the city,

as their life is poured out on their mothers' bosom.

MEM.

What can I say for you, to what compare you,

O daughter of Jerusalem?

What can I liken to you, that I may comfort you,

O virgin daughter of Zion?

For vast as the sea is your ruin;

who can restore you?

Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God.

ALEPH.

I am the man who has seen affliction

under the rod of his wrath;

he has driven and brought me into darkness

without any light;

surely against me he turns his hand again

and again the whole day long.

BETH.

He has made my flesh and my skin waste away,

and broken my bones;

he has besieged and enveloped me

with biHerness and tribulation;

Jerusalem, return to the Lord thy God.

De lamentatione Jeremiæ prophetæ.

HETH.

Cogitavit Dominus dissipare

murum filiæ Sion;

tetendit funiculum suum,

et non avertit manum suam a perditione:

luxitque antemurale,

et murus pariter dissipatus est. 

TETH.

Defixæ sunt in terra portæ eius,

perdidit et contrivit vectes eius;

regem eius et principes eius in gentibus:

non est lex, et prophetæ eius

non invenerunt visionem a Domino.

JOD.

Sederunt in terra,

conticuerunt senes filiæ Sion;

consperserunt cinere capita sua,

accincti sunt ciliciis:

abiecerunt in terram

capita sua virgines Juda.

Jerusalem, convertere ad Dominum Deum tuum.

CAPH.

Defecerunt præ lacrimis oculi mei,

conturbata sunt viscera mea;

effusum est in terra iecur meum

super contritione filiæ populi mei,

cum deficeret parvulus et lactens in plateis oppidi.

LAMED.

Matribus suis dixerunt: Ubi est triticum et vinum?

cum deficerent quasi vulnerati in plateis civitatis,

cum exhalarent animas suas in sinu matrum suarum.

MEM.

Cui comparabo te, vel cui assimilabo te,

filia Jerusalem?

cui exæquabo te, et consolabor te,

virgo, filia Sion?

magna est enim velut mare contritio tua:

quis medebitur tui?

Jerusalem, convertere ad Dominum Deum tuum.

ALEPH.

Ego vir videns paupertatem meam

in virga indignationis eius.

Me minavit, et adduxit in tenebras,

et non in lucem.

Tantum in me vertit

et convertit manum suam tota die.

BETH.

Vetustam fecit pellem meam et carnem meam;

et contrivit ossa mea.

Ædificavit in gyro meo,

et circumdedit me felle et labore.

Jerusalem, convertere ad Dominum Deum tuum.


